TIME AND KARMA
By David Spangler

The Time Card
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The Time card represents a person’s relationship to time itself as a shaping influence. In a reading, this can mean appropriateness or timing. From an incarnational standpoint, it reflects attunement to the spirit of the age in which one is living. But from both an oracular and an incarnational standpoint, there is another meaning which the manual doesn’t discuss. That is the idea of karma.

Karma represents consequence. It is an obligation to time, generally to the past, but potentially to the future as well. In an incarnational context, it usually means some debt that is owed due to past actions, a debt that will shape the direction and experiences in a person’s life. But it can also mean good effects that come to the individual because of selfless or beneficial actions taken in the past.  


This could also be a debt to the future. A simple example using a financial metaphor would be: if I buy something using my credit card, I am then pledging to pay in the future the money that the bank has loaned me through my use of that card. I am shaping my future through my current acts.


Karma can also mean habit, a condition of repetitive action through time. Habits can be good or bad, but they all represent something that I do without thought simply because I have done it in the past.


When the Time card shows up in a reading, you may wish to consider whether it represents an obligation on the part of the subject of that reading that is working itself out. Either there were actions or habits in the past whose consequences are now coming due, or the subject’s actions now—perhaps in relationship to whatever question is being considered in the reading—are shaping the future in some specific way. In either case, the subject may wish to pay particular attention to events and to what is happening in his or her life. The past or future may be sending a message. It may be time to consider the role of time and its effects.


From an incarnational standpoint, karma represents a shaping influence, but not necessarily a binding one. There are many ways a habit, an influence or a consequence from the past may be resolved or “worked out.” A popular but simplistic understanding of karma -is seen as a punishment for past misdeeds, or as a balancing of some inner scales of justice. It is often described as sowing what you’ve reaped, or experiencing an exact equivalency to some past action, as in “an eye for an eye.” But an incarnation is more complex than this, as is our relationship to time. The higher spiritual realms are not concerned with punishment, but with the kind of liberation and empowerment that comes through learning. Wisdom and the ability to move forward in one’s life and evolution are the desired outcome, not a simple balance.  The action of grace or forgiveness can transform what might be considered a karmic situation, freeing the person from bondage to habit or to the past. However, it is true that karma reminds us we cannot be unmindful of our participation in the flow of time, and that actions and attitudes potentially can be binding and consequential.

