Incarnational Principles


DNA uses four constituent molecules, called bases, which can be sequenced in innumerable ways to carry an organism’s specific genetic information. In an analogous way, the process of incarnation is an interrelationship between four principles: Identity, Boundary, Engagement and Emergence. 

Identity gives purpose and intent; it names what is seeking to incarnate and is the generative source which initiates the incarnational process. It sets up the basic organizational matrix or structure that will determine the nature of what incarnates.

Boundary gives specificity to this process, differentiating it from any other incarnation and creating a space that can hold the originating intent and its energy. Boundaries give shape and form to the incarnation, creating a space within which its unique identity can manifest. Boundaries are also the place of engagement and interaction with the environment within which the incarnation is taking place.

Engagement connects the incarnating entity with its environment through relationship and activity. In this process an incarnation becomes a co-incarnation, part of a larger whole to which it contributes and from which it receives what it needs. It prevents the incarnating entity from becoming a closed system unto itself, cut off from a larger cosmos. It also creates the links of interrelationship and interdependency that allows it to participate in that larger universe, receiving what it needs and contributing what it uniquely generates. Evolution and growth are the result of engagement.

Emergence is the result of this engagement, the blending of the singular identity and boundaries of the incarnating entity with the resources, identity, and character of its environment and co-incarnating partners. Emergence may be predicted up to a point, but often it takes a form that is more than the sum of its parts, different from what could have been expected or predicted. The intent of each incarnation is that this emergence is a blessing both to itself and to the world.
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